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the very beginning of Sultan cAbd-ul-Mejfd's reign, cAkif
Pasha was compelled to retire from the government, his
old-fashioned Oriental notions being incompatible with the
changes seen to be necessary by Reshfd who when in the
West had learned, first among Ottoman statesmen, to grasp
the real position of Turkey in relation to the great powers
of the modern world.

The rest of cAkif s life was spent partly in retirement and
partly in exile, now at Adrianople and now at Brusa. At
length in 1263 (1847) he started on the Mekka pilgrimage
for the second time in his life; but on his return journey
he fell sick at Alexandria, and there died in the Rejeb of
1264 (early summer 1848).

cAkif Pasha was a man of many gifts, of an amiable and
affectionate disposition, and of unswerving loyalty to what
he believed to be the right; but his early education, to-
gether with a certain impliability of temper, tended to unfit
him in a measure for the part he was called upon to play.
Sultan Mahmiid held him in high esteem and summoned
him to his councils, not because he shared the imperial
enthusiasm for reform, but because the Sovereign knew his
unflinching fidelity and relied upon his sterling honesty.
Regarding as he did the dicta of old Arab and Persian
writers as the final pronouncement not on statesmanship
alone, but on every question, cAkif was necessarily out of
sympathy with the Europeanising tendencies of his day,
while his personal experiences of European officials were
not of a nature calculated to inspire him with either admir-
ation of their methods or respect for their candour.

But while GAkif Pasha was thus rather reactionary than
progressive in his views on politics and the art of govern-
ment, in literature he was the leader of a revolution. This
faithful disciple of the old classic teachers, who neither